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IV 
RAILROAD STATISTICS 

These statistics, not generally accessible, are offered for two purposes: 

(1) To afford a basis for an understanding of the task confronting the Director 
General. 

(2) To enable the reader to picture for himself something of the change in the 
railroad situation which has taken place during the war period. (Wherever pos- 
sible official figures are given for the fiscal years 1914-15-16; analysis of operating 
income covers the period 1891-1917 inclusive.) 

For a clear understanding of the tables, terms frequently appearing should 
be defined. As designated by the Interstate Commerce Commission, Class I 
roads are those having annual operating revenues above $1,000,000; Class II roads 
are those having annual operating revenues from $100,000 to $1,000,000; and 
Class III roads are those having annual operating revenues below $100,000. Each 
reporting carrier is assigned to that district in which the major part of its opera- 
tions lies or with which it seems most closely allied in character, and no arbitrary 
subdivisions or apportionments are made of the returns of any carrier. The three 
districts may be defined substantially as follows: The Eastern District comprises 
that portion of the United States bounded on the west by the northern and west- 
ern shore of Lake Michigan to Chicago, thence by a line to Peoria, thence to East 
St. Louis, thence down the Mississippi River to the mouth of the Ohio River, and 
on the south by the Ohio River from its mouth to Parkersburg, W. Va.; thence 
by a line to the southwestern corner of Maryland; thence by the Potomac River 
to its mouth. The Southern District comprises that portion of the United States 
bounded on the north by the Eastern District and on the west by the Mississippi 
River. The remainder of the United States, exclusive of Alaska and of island 
possessions, is included in the Western District. 1 

The statistical bibliography appended will make available further sources of 
information necessary for a complete picture of the railroads of the United States. 

i Statistics of Railways in the United States 1914, Interstate Commerce Commission, p. 10. 
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Table 1. Number of Railroads in the United States in 1914 Classified 
According to Organization for Operation* 



Class 


Number 


Operating roads: 


818 


Subsidiary 


6 




1 




287 








185 




1,297 


Non-operating roads: 
Subsidiary 


323 




107 




273 








21 


"Line owned" not in operation 


64 




4 




16 




808 




2,105 







* Latest official figures available. Statistics of Railways in the U. S. 1914, 1. C. C.,p. 15. Does 
not include roads classified as switching and terminal. 
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Tables 2. Miles of Railway Tracks on June 30, 1914, Covered 
by Reports of Operations* 



Clan of roads and territory 
covered 


Single 
(or first) 

track 


Second 
track 


Third 
track 


Fourth 

track, 

etc.' 


Yard 

track 

and 

sidings 


Total 

mileage 

operated 

(all tracks) 


Class I roads: 


MiUt 
■[58,666.64 
42,055.36 
• 126,277.20 


Miles 
1 16,161. 10 

3,142.99 
• 8,074.95 


Miles 
2,414.82 
43.70 
231.94 


Milei 
1,770.04 
157.08 
143.71 


MUa 

•38,461.37 

14,846.61 

'40,086.19 


MUa 
•117,473.97 
60,245.74 

•174,813.89 


Total 


•226,999.20 


■0 27.379.04 


2.690.46 


2.070.83 


■■93.394.17 


"352.533 70 






Class II roads: 


4,421.58 
4,711.12 
11,265.69 


202.19 
3.02 
19.87 


5.57 


.62 


1,333.41 

648.10 

1,957.58 


5,963.37 
5,362.24 








13,243.14 










Total 


20,398.39 


225.08 


5.57 


62 


3.939.08 


24.568.75 






Class III roads: 


1,852.81 
2,903.91 
4,392.79 


.48 
3.40 

.66 






264.56 
234.31 
452.94 


2,117.85 








3,141.62 








4,846.39 










Total 


9,149.51 


4 54 






951.81 


10.105 86 










AH operating roads: 


> 64,941.03 

49,670.39 

•141,935.68 


•6,363.77 
3,149.41 

•8,095.48 


2,420.39 
43.70 
231.94 


1,770.66 
157.08 
143.71 


•40,059.34 

15,729.02 

'42,496.71 


•125,555.19 

68,749.60 

•192,903.52 


United States, 1914 . . . 


•256,547.10 


■•27,608.66 


2,696.03 


2,071.45 


■■98,285.07 


"387,208.31 



* Does not include mileage of switching and 
terminal companies 

1 Includes 1,209.10 miles lying in Canada. 

2 Includes 480.24 miles lying in Canada. 

3 Includes 495.45 miles lying in Canada. 

4 Includes 2,184.79 miles lying in Canada. 
6 1 Deludes 731.53 miles lying in Canada 

and 51.67 miles lying in Mexico. 

• Includes 7.12 miles lying in Canada. 

7 Includes 106.89 miles lying in Canada 
and 1 1 .22 miles lying in Mexico. 



8 Includes 845.54 miles lying in Canada 
and 62.89 miles lying in Mexico. 

• Includes 1,940.63 miles lying in Canada, 
and 51.67 miles lying in Mexico. 

10 Includes 487.36 miles lying in Canada. 

11 Includes 602.34 miles lying in Canada 
and 11.22 miles lying in Mexico. 

12 Includes 3,030.33 miles lying in Canada 
and 62.89 miles lying in Mexico. 

Twenty-seventh Annual Report on the 
Statistics of Railways in the United States 
for the year ended June 30, 1914, p. 13. 
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Table 2, (continued) Miles of Railway Tracks on June 30, 1915, Covered 
by Reports of Operations* 



Class of carriers and ter- 




Second 


Third 


All other 


Yard 


Total all 


ritory covered 


Road 


main 


main 


main 


track and 


tracks 






track 


track 


tracks 


sidings 




Class I carriers: 


Miles 


Mile. 


MUa 


MUtt 


MUei 


Mila 




'58,911.63 


16,442.92 


2,405.17 


1,769.55 


38,966.54 


'118,495.81 




12,186.41 


3,446.68 


42.76 


244.81 


15,103.58 


61,024.24 


Western District 


» 127,890.99 


8,554.68 


261.42 


267.86 


41,024.66 


» 177,999.61 


Total 


•228,989.03 


28,444.28 


2,709.35 


2,282.22 


95,094.78 


•357,519.66 






Class II carriers: 
















•4,420.01 


170.72 


4.95 




1,296.24 


•5,891.92 




4,843.59 


4.34 






714.63 


5,562.56 




10,361.93 


20.54 




20.84 


1,890.37 


12,293.68 








Total 


•19,625.53 


195 60 


4.95 


20.84 


3,901.24 


•23,748.16 






Class III carriers: 
















1,778.06 


.73 






274.27 


2,063.06 




2,804.33 


3.40 






208.54 


3,076.27 




4,312.37 


.66 






431.33 


4,744.36 










Total 


8,954.76 


4.79 






914.14 


9,873.69 










Classes I, II, and III carriers: 
















•65,109.70 


16,614.37 


2,410.12 


1,769.55 


40,537.05 


• 126,440.79 




49,894.33 


3,454.42 


42.76 


244.81 


16,026.75 


69,663.07 




•142,565.29 


8,575.88 


261.42 


288.70 


43,346.36 


•195,037.65 


United States, 1915 . . . 


•257,569.32 


28,644.67 


2,714.30 


2,303.06 


99,910.16 


• 391,141.51 


United States, 1914 . . . 


'256,547.10 


•27,608.66 


2,696.03 


2,071.45 


•98,285.07 


'0 387,208.31 


United States, 1913 . . . 


"253,470.20 


"26,273.79 


2,588.68 


1,964.06 


"95,211.41 


'•379,508.14 


United States, 1912 . . . 


» 249,852.06 


24,951.65 


2,511.76 


1,903.32 


92,019.13 


371,237.92 


United States, 1911 ... 


'•246,238.02 


23,451.26 


2,414.16 


1,747.10 


88,973.95 


362,824.49 


United States, 1910 . . . 


"240,830.75 


21,658.74 


2,206.39 


1,488.78 


85,581.93 


351,766.59 


United States, 1909 . . . 


'• 235,402.09 


20,949.41 


2,169.55 


1,453.56 


82,376.63 


342,351.24 


United States, 1908 . . . 


'•230,494.02 


20,209.05 


2,081.16 


1,408.99 


79,452.64 


333,645.86 



* Does not include mileage of switching and 
terminal companies (1,937.49 miles, main track, 
and 3,415.61 miles, yard track and sidings, etc.). 

1 Includes 1,155.44 miles in Canada. 

* Includes 756.89 miles in Canada and 51.67 
miles in Mexico. 

1 Includes 1,912.33 miles in Canada, and 
51.67 miles in Mexico. 

4 Includes 54.92 miles in Canada. 

5 Includes 1,210.36 miles in Canada. 

* Includes 1,967.25 miles in Canada, and 
51.67 miles in Mexico. 

7 Includes 1,940.63 miles in Canada, and 
51.67 miles in Mexico. 



8 Includes 487.36 miles in Canada. 

• Includes 602.34 miles in Canada, 
11.22 miles in Mexico. 

»o Includes 3,030.33 miles in Canada, 
62.39 miles in Mexico. 

11 Includes 1,946.04 miles in Canada. 

12 Includes 470.74 miles in Canada. 
11 Includes 519,03 miles in Canada. 
14 Includes 2,935.81 miles in Canada. 
" Includes 1,870.85 miles in Canada. 
» Includes 1,761.58 miles in Canada, 
i' Includes 1,384.36 miles in Canada. 
18 Includes 1,343.45 miles in Canada. 
" Includes 1,290.68 miles in Canada. 



and 
and 
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Table 2, (continued) Mileage, 1916 4 

On June 30, 1916, the roads covered by this abstract represented 259,210.86 
miles of line, operated, including 11,856.42 miles used under trackage rights. The 
aggregate mileage of railway tracks of all kinds covered by operating returns for 
these roads was 394,944.26 miles, classified as follows: 



Item 


Class I 
roads 


Class II 
roads 


Class III 
roads 


Total 




231,263.98 

28,732.50 

2,725.58 

1,960.00 

238.34 

97,198.95 


18,913.68 

195.84 

5.04 


9,033.20 
6.87 


259,210.86 




28,935.21 




2,730.62 

1,960.00 

238.34 














3,716.75 


953.53 


101,869.23 




362,119.35 


22,831.31 


9,993.60 


394,944.26 





4 Sources — Figures for 1914, Statistics of Railways in the United States, 1914, by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, Statement No.4, p. 13; for 1915, text of the twenty-eighth annual report 
on the Statistics of Railways in the United States for year ended June 30, 1915, statement No. 4, 
page 13; for 1916, Abstract of Statistics of Steam Railways in the United States for the year ended 
June 30, 1916 p. 2. 

The figures above given for total mileage (all tracks), as compared with t,he 
corresponding statement for the preceding year, show an increase of 3,802.75 
miles. Of this increase 1,641.54 miles were in single or first track, and 1,959.07 
miles in yard track and sidings. 
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Table 3. Railroad Groups and Systems 



I. Vanderbilt Interests 



Boston & Albany 

New York Central 

Lake Shore & Michigan Southern 

Michigan Central 

New York, Chicago & St. Louis 1 

Lake Erie & Western 

Big Four 

Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 

Chicago, Indiana & Southern . . . 

Toledo & Ohio, Central 

Other affiliated eastern lines. . . . 

Western Maryland 

Chicago & Northwestern 5 

Total 



::} 



Mileage 
304 

5,208 

1,800 
567 
906 
2,361 
224 
359 
446 
677 
661 
10,162 

23,675 



II. Pennsylvania Railroad Interests 

Pennsylvania System 11,821 

Norfolk & Western 2,013 

Total 13,834 

III. Morgan Interests 

2,543 
2,321 

8,648 

337 
1,122 
6,060 
6,880 
1,496 
29,407 



III. Morgan Interests 

Erie Railroad 

Pere Marquette 4 

Southern Railway System 

Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas 

Pacific 

Mobile & Ohio 

Atlantic Coast Line System 

Louisville & Nashville 

Chicago Great Western 

Total 



IV. Formerly Controlled by Gould 
Interests 

Wabash System' 

Wheeling & Lake Erie 4 

Missouri Pacific 4 1 

St. Louis Iron Mountain & Southern / 

St. Louis Southwestern 4 

Texas & Pacific 

International & Great Northern 4 .... 

Denver & Rio Grande \ 

Western Pacific 4 J 



2,515 

512 

7,294 

1,818 
1,991 
1,160 

4,071 



Total 19,361 



V. Formerly Controlled by Moore 
Interests 

Rock Island System 4 8,330 

Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 4 . . 1,000 

Lehigh Valley' 1,444 

Total 10,774 



VI. Harriman Interests 

Oregon Short Line 

Oregon- Washington R. R. & Nav. Co. 
Union Pacific System (remainder) . . . 

Southern Pacific System 

Illinois Central System 

Central of Georgia 

Baltimore & Ohio System' 

Delaware A Hudson Systems' 

San Pedro, Los Angeles & Salt Lake' 
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton'- 4 . . . 

Chicago & Alton 2 

Total 

VII. Hill Interests 

Northern Pacific 

Great Northern 

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Sys- 
tem 

Colorado & Southern 

Total 



Mileage 
2,120 
2,067 
3,615 

10,397 
6,423 
1,924 
4,600 
930 
1,415 
1,015 
1,050 

35,556 



7,749 
7,870 

12,434 
28,053 



VIII. Formerly Controlled by Erb-Yoa- 
Kum Interests 

Minneapolis & St. Louis 1,646 

Toledo, St. Louis & Western 4 451 

Frisco System 4 6,391 

Chesapeake & Ohio 2,545 

Missouri, Kansas & Texas System 4 . . 3,536 

Hocking Valley 352 

New Orleans, Mobile & Chicago 4 .... 403 



Total .'... 15,324 



IX. New Haven Interests 

New York, New Haven & Hartford . . 2,046 

Boston & Maine 4 .' 2,302 

New York, Ontario & Western 568 

Maine Central 1,209 

Central New England 304 

Rutland' 468 

Other lines 208 

Total 7,105 

X. Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
System 11,546 

XI. Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 

Paul System 10,442 

XII. Seaboard Aib Line System . . 3,262 

XIII. Philadelphia & Reading 
System 2,427 

Grand total of above groups and 

systems 210,766 



1 Sold to independent syndicate in 1916. 

' Jointly with other interests. 

• Receivership, Dec. 26, 1911 ; sold July 21, 1915. 

4 In hands of receiver. 

6 Stock held by federal trustees pending reorganization. 

Of the 253,788.64 miles of road in the United States in 1915, 210,70(i miles 
were classified into 13 groups according to ownership. In some of the systems 
tabulated, financial control is not unified, the affiliation amounting to little more 
than the existence of harmonious mutual relations. (Table compiled by Dr. 
G. G. Huebner, Asst. Professor of Transportation and Commerce, Univ. of Penn- 
sylvania; American Year Book 1916, page 541.) 
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Table 5, {continued) Equipment, 1916' 

It appears from the annual reports submitted to the Commission by the 
roads covered by this abstract that there were 63,862 locomotives in their service 
on June 30, 1916, as shown by the following statement: 



Kind of locomotive 


Class I 
roads 


Class II 
roads 


Class III 
roads 


Total 




60,790 
267 


1,928 
14 


S60 
3 


63,578 




284 








61,057 


1,942 


863 


63,862 



The total number of cars of all classes in service was 2,478,159, assigned as 
follows: Passenger service, 54,664; freight service, 2,326,987; company service, 
96,508. These figure*" do not include so-called private cars of commercial firms 
or corporations. 

Of the cars in freight service, exclusive of caboose cars, 2,298,263 were classi- 
fied as follows: 





Class I roads 


Class II roads 


Item 


Number 


Aggregate 
capacity 


Number 


Aggregate 
capacity 




1,014,219 

120,393 

82,123 

875,316 

9,462 

51,610 

83,189 


Tons 

36,582,648 

4,505,486 

2,652,574 

41,244,672 

380,092 

1,669,462 

,3,731,160 


9,015 

12,783 

1,294 

22,904 

249 

130 

6,826 


Tom 

276,252 

386,396 






36,752 




998,558 
7,136 






3,355 
232,703 


Other freight-train cars 


Total 


2,236,312 


90,766,094 


53,201 


1,941,172 




Class III roaas 


Total 


Item 


Number 


Aggregate 
capacity 


Number 


Aggregate 
capacity 




1,184 

3,543 

70 

1,418 

117 

6 

2,412 


Tom 

28,205 

99,495 

1,307 

56,057 

3,928 

150 

49,127 


1,024,418 

136,719 

83,487 

899,638 

9,828 

51,746 

92,427 


Tom 

36,887,105 

4,991,377 

2,690,633 

42,299,287 

391,176 

1,672,967 

4,012,990 














Total 


8,750 


238,269 


2,298,263 


92,945,535 





« Abstract of Statistics of Steam Railways in the United States for the year ended June 30, 
1916, p. 3. 
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Table 6. Public Service op Railroads* 





Year ended June 30 


Item 


1914" 


1915' 


1916» 




1,053,138,718 
35,258,497,509 

144,278 

1,976,138,155 

288,319,890,210 

1,176,923 

1.982 
0.733 


976,303,602 
32,384,247,563 

131,165 

1,802,018,177 

276,830,302,723 

1,121,059 

1.985 
0.732 


1,005,683,174 


Number of passengers carried 1 mile. . . . 
Number of passenger carried 1 mile per 


34,213,596,127 
137,818 


Number of tons of freight carried in- 
cluding freight received from connec- 


2,225,943,388 


Ton mileage or number of tons carried 1 
Freight density, or number of tons car- 


343,099,937,805 
1,380,349 


Average receipts per passenger per mile, 
Average receipts per ton per mile, cents . . 


2.006 
0.716 



* These figures cover returns for class I and II roads. 

1 Figures for 1914-15 from Abstract of Statistics of Steam Railways in the United States for 
the year ended June 30, 1915, p. 6. 

1 Abstract of Statistics of Steam Railways in the United States for the year ended June 30, 
1916, p. 6. 
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Table 9. Summary op the World's Railways and Ratio of Mileage to 
Area and Population in Each Country, Together with State-Owned 
Mileage in 1913* 



Countries 



Mileage in 1913 



State 
railways 



Total 
railways 



Miles of 

line per 

100 sq. 

miles 



Inhabitants 

per mile 

of line 



I. Europe 

Germany 

Austria-Hungary (including Bosnia and 

Herzegovina) 

Great Britain and Ireland 

France 

Russia in Europe (inluding Finland 

2,329 miles) 

Italy . ■ 

Belgium 

Luxemburg 

Netherlands 

Switzerland 

Spain 

Portugal 

Denmark 

Norway 

Sweden 

Servia 

Roumania 

Greece 

Bulgaria 

Turkey in -Europe 

Malta, Jersey, Isle of Man 



Total for Europe, 1913. 



Total for Europe, 1912. 
1911. 
1910. 
1909. 
1908. 
1907. 
1906. 
190S. 
1904. 
1903. 
1902. 
1901. 
1900. 
1899. 
1898. 
1897. 
1896. 



Increase in IS years . 



36,538 



23,391 



5,597 

24,509 
9,070 
2,699 
122 
1,111 
1,698 



712 
1,215 
1,631 
2,858 

633 
2,200 



1,197 



115,181 



111.745 
109,719 
107,727 



39,513 

28,643 
23,385 
31,737 

38,562 

10,933 

5,465 

326 

2,019 

3,015 

9,517 

1,849 

2,338 

1,917 

8,984 

633 

2,333 

998 

1,197 

1,236 

68 



214,668 



212,425 
210,574 
207,444 
204,864 
201,619 
109,345 
196,437 
192,507 
189,806 
186,685 
183,989 
180,817 
176,396 
172,953 
167.614 
163,550 
160,030 



54,638 



19.0 

10.9 
19.3 
15.3 

1.9 

9.8 

48.1 

32.5 

15.8 

18.8 

5.0 

5.2 

15.8 

1.6 

5.2 

3.4 

4.7 

4.0 

3.2 

1.9 

16.1 



5.6 



5.6 
5.6 
5.5 
5.5 
5.3 
5.3 
5.2 
5.1 
5.0 



5.0 

4.9 
4.8 
4.7 
4.6 
4.4 
4 3 
4.2 



1,698 

1,792 
1,943 
1,241 

3,360 
3,162 
1,356 

757 
2,880 
1,177 
1,967 
2,932 
1,105 
1,222 

609 
4,480 
2,932 
2,644 
3,584 
5,040 
5,376 



2,042 



2,064 
2,083 
2,180 
1,923 
1,941 
1,887 
1,993 
2,084 
2,084 
2,084 
2,127 
2,174 
2,220 
2,220 



* This table is taken from Railway Statistics of the United States of America for the year 
ending June 30, 1916, by the Bureau of Railway News and Statistics, pp. 34, 35 and 36. The 
original source of these figures is the Archiv fOr Eisenbahnwesen, May-June, 1915. 
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Table 9, (continued). World's Railways and Ratio of Mileage to 

Population 



Countries 



Mileage in 1913 



State 
railways 



Total 
railways 



Miles of 
line per 
100 sq. 

miles 



Inhabitants 

per mile 

of line 



II. America 

Canada 

United States of America (inclusive of 

Alaska 653 miles) 

Newfoundland 

Mexico 

Central America 

Greater Antilles 

Lesser Antilles 

Colombia 

Venezuela 

British Guiana 

Dutch Guiana 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Bolivia 

Brazil • 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Chili 

Argentine Republic 



Total for America.. 



III. Asia 
Central Russia in Asia, including Siberia 

and Manchuria 

China 

Japan (including Corea) 

British India 

Ceylon 

Persia 

Asia Minor, Syria, Arabia, including 

Cyprus 

Portuguese Indies 

Malay Archipelago 

Dutch Indies 

Siam. 

Cochin China 



Total for Asia . 



IV. Africa 

Egypt 

Algiers and Tunis . 

Belgian Congo 

South African Union, including Cape 
Colony, Natal, Central South Africa 
and Rhodesian Railways 



1,768 



12,324 
358 
149 



110 

68 



1,050 
6,712 



1,977 
3,482 



27,998 



6,788 



4,859 
29,252 



910 



1,533 
596 



43,938 



2,903 
1,799 



7,829 



29,233 

254,769 

768 

15,805 

2,001 

3,398 

335 

620 

632 

104 

37 

650 

1,715 

1,499 

15,491 

231 

1,636 

3,949 

20,593 



353,466 



9,864 

6,109 

6,811 

34,572 

602 

33 

3,390 
51 

856 
1,769 

701 
2,292 



67,050 



3,687 

3,957 

862 



10,929 



0.8 

7.1 
1.8 
2.1 



0.13 
0.16 
0.11 



0.64 

0.32 

0.32 

0.48 

0.16 

2.4 

1.3 

1.9 



0.14 

2.7 

1.8 

2.4 

0.005 

0.48 

3.5 

2.6 

0.8 

0.32 



1.0 
1.1 



265 

381 
309 
922 



7,331 
3,840 
2,829 



2,150 

2,781 

1,507 

1,613 

2,734 

637 

840 

238 



53,760 

9,487 

8,960 

6,720 

268,800 

5,760 

11,520 

840 

16,128 

13,440 



3,043 
1,698 
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Table 9, (continued). World's Railways and Ratio of Mileage to 

Population 





Mileage 


in 1913 


Miles of 
line per 
100 sq. 

miles 




Countries 


State 
railways 


Total 
railways 


per mile 
of line 


Colonies 


2,589 
1,311 


2,589 
2,350 
1,995 
96 
1,007 












































16,431 


27,472 












V, Australia 


2,854 
3,639 
3,922 
2,076 
4,514 
506 
2,848 


2,883 
3,664 
4,088 
2,308 
4,807 
699 
3,422 
88 


2.7 

4.2 

1.3 

0.16 

0.64 

2.7 

0.32 

1.3 


354 




347 




391 




181 




188 




266 




138 




1,241 










20,359 


21,959 


0.64 


273 






Recapitulation 


116,181 
27,998 
43,938 
15,431 
20,359 


214,668 

353,466 

67,050 

27,472 

21,959 


5.6 


2,042 






III. Asia 






IV. Africa 








0.64 


273 






Total 


223,907 


684,615 













